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MEDIA RELEASE
June 27, 1986
LOCAL STUDENT HONORED FOR EARNING HIGHEST SCORE 
IN MONTANA ON NOVEMBER 1985 CPA EXAM 
MISSOULA —
Steven Winslow of Helena, a 1986 graduate of the University of 
Montana School of Business Administration, has received the 
George Anderson Medal and $100 for earning the highest score in 
Montana on the November 1985 Uniform Certified Public Accountants 
Examination. The test is given nationally, and most students do 
not pass it the first time. The national average for a first­
time pass rate is 18 percent, while UM's first-time pass rate 
traditionally falls between 46 and 48 percent.
The Montana Society of Certified Public Accountants presented 
Winslow with the medal and cash award at the 1986 MSCPA 
Convention, held June 19-21 in Butte.
Winslow, says Bruce Budge, chairman of UM’s accounting and
finance department, is an example of a UM graduate whose success
is only partially measured by the CPA exam. While an applicant
for the CPA exam must know the vagaries of debits and credits,
trial balances and profit and loss statements, at UM a great deal
more is required of students just to get through the accounting
program itself. UM students who successfully negotiate the state
exam and the entire accounting and finance program must also know
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how to manage their time, how to deal with people, how to operate 
at different levels of business and how to write and speak 
effectively.
The difference is in whether or not a student has the overall 
makings of an excellent accountant or whether he is merely 
technically proficient. It's a fundamental and important 
difference, says Bruce Budge, chairman of UM's accounting and 
finance department. There's a lot more to good accounting and 
financial operations than number crunching.
Evidence of this lies in the fact that UM's CPA program 
attracts a great number of top-level recruiters from national 
firms, says Budge. And those firms are looking for people who 
know how to get along with people and are proficient in a number 
of areas.
He stresses five areas in which UM students receive thorough 
training before graduation:
1. Technical skills--everything from basic bookkeeping on up.
2. A broad business background--UM stresses business 
management courses along with broad-based accounting courses.
3. Strong exposure to the liberal arts--a high level of 
general knowledge and awareness.
4. Writing skills and good verbal communication skills.
5. Strong interpersonal skills— the ability to work well with 
people and to understand their needs..
"Our place is to give as many students as we can the
more
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opportunity for success in the long run," says Budge. "The 
undergraduate program in accounting here is probably as fine as 
you can get."
Award-winner Winslow, the son of Ervin Winslow Jr. and Marilyn 
Koch of Helena, majored in accounting at UM and graduated from 
Helena High School in 1981. He will begin work Sept. 2 at Arthur 
Andersen & Co. in Seattle.
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